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This paper falls into three parts——Introduction, Text and Epilogue. 
The introduction outlines the author’s motivation and his train of thought to write this 
paper. 
The first chapter summarizes and briefly analyzes various doctrines about the nature of 
marriage. 
The second chapter demonstrates that marriage in its nature is a contract. Firstly, a 
contract is characterized by its formality, and may serve as a tool for organizing a society as 
well as a family, and the relationship between husband and wife is the kind of “status-contract” 
relationship. The property relation in marriage is relatively independent of the status one in the 
same. Secondly, marriage contract doesn’t contradict the ethic nature of marriage, nor signifies 
the commercialization of marriage, furthermore, the status of husbandly and wife formed on a 
contract is good for protecting the rights of weak party. Thirdly, both parties in marriage has a 
large extent of autonomy of will, so the character of marriage law that it has lots of binding 
norms doesn’t contradict the principle of “autonomy of private law.” 
The third chapter point out the practical significance that marriage contract doctrine has 
to the Civil law, Marriage law is and the society of China. 
The fourth chapter analyzes the differences between a marriage contract and a 
creditors contract, and emphasizes on the differences in the establishment, effect, 
performance, variation and transfer, dissolution, action and the liability for breach 
of contract of the two contracts.  
The epilogue summarizes the main conclusions drawn from this paper. 
The new and original aspects of this paper lie in :(1) It relatively sufficiently 
demonstrates that marriage in its nature is a contract;(2) It relatively systematically compares 
the differences between a marriage contract and a creditors contract. 
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